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CLAIMS 1-6, 8-12 AND 14-24 ARE PENDING 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. In view of the amendments and discussion of the Response of 12/01/05, the 
rejections of the previous action are hereby withdrawn. In the interest of compact 
prosecution, new grounds of rejection are set forth below and prosecution is hereby re- 
opened. 

3. Claims 1-6, 8-12 and 14-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rekieta et a! (Rekieta), US 6,098,076, 1 August 2000. 

Rekieta is directed to the synchronization of Service Control Points (SCP) in a 
telecommunications network [COL 1 lines 25-27; COL 2 lines 1-21]. The system is 
comprised of multiple elements [FIG la], within which the synchronization of an SCP 
pair [FIG lb] corresponds to the synchronization of the claims, as detailed below. 

As to claim 1 : 

An apparatus for database synchronization in a network element management 
system comprising: 

at least one or more network elements which compare block units of information 
in a common memory storing current status information and information in a sync- 
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related memory storing previous status information, the at least one or more network 
elements transmitting data results of the comparison 

The process in Rekieta that corresponds to that of claim 1 is directed to a single 
file [such as FIG 17 F1] of an Intelligent Processor Unit (IPU). The IPU accesses 
mirrored memories 80, 82 [FIG 3; COL 6 lines 33-36], which store data from previous 
synchronizations of transient data and static data [COL 7 lines 4-18]. The shared 
memory devices [FIG 3 72-76] store transient data to be synchronized. Thus a shared 
device 72 corresponds to the common memon/ of claim 1 and the mirror memory 80 
corresponds to the svnc-related memory of claim 1 . A file or component thereof 
managed by an IPU corresponds to a block unit of information in the claim. 

FIG 16 depicts a process flow for synchronization of the data in the shared 
memory of an IPU. The IPU determines which records have transient and/or voice mail 
data that has changed, (emphasis added), stores this data in a sync buffer, and 
transmits it to the mate of the IPU [COL 14 lines 1-19; FIG 17]. 

Rekieta does not specifically state that the changed status of records is 
determined by comparison per se between the two memories involved, but a test of 
some sort is required in order to determine the changed status. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to determine 
changes by comparison with records stored at a previous update because this is 
required in order to determine that a change has actually occurred. Those records are in 
the mirror memory, and the transient records are in the shared memory. 
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a network element management system which stores the data results transmitted 
from the network elements for thereby monitoring and managing the network elements 
in real time. 

The IPU database manager [FIG 3 68; COL 6 lines 25-46] provides this function. 
As to claim 2, the update processes of Rekieta are periodic or upon request 
[COL 5 lines 48-50]. 

As to claim 9, Rekieta explicitly treats a number of alarm conditions [COL 8 line 
53 and after] and management modules used to deal with them [FIG 6]. As to claims 3- 
6, 8, 10-12 and 14-24, the details of synchronization management, including 
SYNC_REQ signals, comparing/copying, dealing with identical blocks and recognizing 
failed transmission within a network would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art as being various forms of well-known and standard practice that are standard 
because they are effective. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Wayne Amsbury whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4015. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6-18:30 FIRST WEEK. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 571-272-4023. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



WPA WAYNE AMSBURY 

^^^'^ PRIMARY PATENT EXAMINER 



